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21st Century Dream

Vanessa Franklin, Susie Rea, Katharine Raggett and Bonny Squair with the Cousins’ Collective Creations

Edinburgh Ski Club Rooms, 2 Howe Street, Edinburgh EH3 6TD

8-30 August 2004, 11am – 7pm, Admission Free, Venue 293

Edinburgh in August is a time of dreams: dreams of success, dreams of romance, dreams of fame, shattered dreams, waking nightmares and dreams of answered prayers. 21st century dream is a realisation of our future, our hopes and desires.

Contemporary European photography, painting, drawing and design will shape a room of our own for 2004.  We want to provide a visual arts space that is to the established galleries what the Fringe is to the International Festival, fulfilling the truly multi-media character of Edinburgh as it comes to terms with the 21st century.  

In ‘Making History’, commissioned by Parisian magazine WAD earlier this year, Vanessa Franklin outlines a space-age museum where the protagonists have swapped genre, digital photography enters the 18th century boudoir, and Pierrot chooses his trainers with care.  Vanessa is a French photographer: her series ‘Ladies and Gentlemen…’ was exhibited in Edinburgh during the festival in 2003 and subsequently in Paris and London.

What forms will our own dreamed private spaces become in the 21st century?  Susie Rea’s photographs explore the artist’s environment as it changes and mutates before our eyes.  Graduating from Central St Martins this June, Susie spent three months in Paris creating this series in 2003.

What will be the visual aesthetic of the dreams of our future? Katharine Raggett’s minimalist charcoals are an answer to this question, revealing the purity and power of the line.  Based in Gloucestershire, Katherine graduated from Goldsmiths, London, in 1994; this is the first time she has shown in Scotland.

Cousins’ Collective Creations is a group of artists, designers and makers, linked by birth but diverse in style.  A family based practice seems a very 21st century idea – using traditional bonds in a new way and for a radical purpose.  Photographer Bonny Squair captures children who are the future, the 21st century itself.  Together with painter and portraitist Rowena Diggle, architect and designer David Boyle and painter and textile maker Alice Boyle, the collective seeks to create a world, a space, a place of our dreams for 2004.
For all further information and pictures please contact Teresa Drace-Francis, 2 Belford Place, Edinburgh EH4 3DH

0131 315 4567, 07850 53 11 57, tdf@graffiti.net


